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AUTHOR. 


Reverend Sir, 


ER QSING your Learned 
P Di{conrſe, lately Preach'd be= 
. fore the Sacred Synod, and 
finding in it ſuch admirable Matter, ſo 
accurately handled, and ſo ſuitable 
to this preſent Age, (wherein the beſt 
Charch, and Religion in the World 
wou'd be in great danger of being Cru= 
city d,like their bleſſed Author were they 
not maintain'd, and defended by ſuch 
Props, as Tou ) that I thought 'tmou'd 
A not 


not be amiſs to render it into Englith 
for tbe benefit of thoſe, who underſtand 
not the Latin Toxpue, and being well 
aſſur'd, 'twou'd be very acceptable to 
the Engliſh Reader, as coming from 
Tou, whoſe known Candour, and Smweet= 
neſs of temper ( 1 doubt not) will par= 
aon my preſumption in this Attempt, 
which I fear, has hot eſcap'd the too © 
common fate of all ſuch ſublime, and 
excellent Subjetts, that 1s, to be foul d, 
and ſullied by 1ll bat rap However 
ſuch as it 25, it's humbly preſented by 
him, who 73 


STIR, 


Your moft oblig'd and 
deyored Scryant, 


} G& 


ww 
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x Cor. XI. 16. 


But if any Man ſeem to be contentiqus, 
we have no ſuch cuſtom, neither the 


Churches. of Gd. 


ITH how many, and how. great 
Controverſies the Church of Zng- 
land now a-days is exercis'd, and. 
with how potent,and likewiſe ma- h: 
licious Enemies ſurreunded, well 
indeed ſee and grievouſly reſent ; but we don't 
wonder, as being, well afſur'd, that this has been 
almoſt the conſtant, and. perpetual fate of Chriſt's 

Church, whereſoever conſtituted. For if we peruſe 

all the Eccleſiaſtick Hiſtories, deriv'd down to us ww 

A2 the 
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the very times of the Apoſtles, we ſhall find no Age, 
wherein the Catholick Church has not been mo-' 
leſted, either by Hereticks, or Schiſmaticks, or both 
together. That is to ſay, Tares are ſown by the 
Enemy amongſt the Wheat'in the Lord's ground, and 
they'le grow together till the harveſt. But truly 
ſuch is the love of our God to Is Ground, ſuch the 
benevolence of the Almighty towards his Church, 
that he'le ne're permit the Wheat to bequite ſuffocated 
by the Tares,the Evangelical DoQtrine by Hereſy, and 
Diſcipline by Schiſm. And therefore we have no rea- 
ſon to fear our Church's ſuſtaining ſo. many Afauks 
of its Adverfaries, ſeeing 'tis buoy'd up by an omni- 
potent God, as a pure, and ſound Member of his 
Univerſal Chutch. 

But truly the purer, and ſounder our Church is,and 
therefore the more” acceptable to-God, the more, and 
fiercer Enemiesit has among Men, who from one ſide 
to t'other ſet themſelves wholly againſt it, and if they 
can't deſtroy, at leaſt Endeavour to diſturb it. For 
on the one hand Papiſts, on the other SeQaries tra- 
duce, peck at, and wound it in their words, and 
aQions ; they try all ways to obtrude their new 
Fangles and Ceremonieson us, and that ſo. they may 
either utterly ſupplant, or corrupt our Church. 

But we in the mean while relying on Divine afſi- 
flance, fly to God alone, daily beſeeching him in 
the name of his only begotten Son, that he wou'd 
vouchſafe to defend, and maintain a Church of his 
own making. 'And God has been. fo propitious to 


our 


before the Convocation, GC. 5 
our Prayers, contrary to our Deſerts,..that he. has 
now wondertully deliver'd Us atleaſt from:one:fort of 
our Adverſaries, to wit, the Papiſts, and has giveit 
us: reaſon to hope, that thcy'le ne're. be capacitated 
again to infeſt our Church. . | 

But even now one part remains, who tho” ſeem- 
ingly of the ſame: Faith, and Dodrin, yet being 
ſeduc'd either by Ignorance, or. Error, .or perad- 
venture ſome ſcruple of Conſcience, :alledge I know - 
not what crimes againſt the Diſcipline, and Rites. of 
our Church, and tor that reaſon rekuſe Communion 
with us in God's Worſhip.” "And 'tis ſtrange, how 
great miſchiefs may ariſe+from this apparently ſmall 
beginning ? For hence it 4s that Altars:are erected 
againſt Alrars;hence proceed FaQtious combinations, 6 
Mutual Hatreds among Brethren; hence 'tis thatGod's 
Worſhip is neglefted, and the very Sacraments, one 
being thruſt-into corners, the other very ſeldom. cele- 
brated ;/ hence it 1s; I am amaz'd to ſpeak, that im- 
pious words are. :raſhly. ſpoken: againſt God-,,'and 
againſt all Religion; as if 1t .rather-did afford, mat- 
ter for Diſcord, 'than Peace; hence laſtly. thoſe po- 
pular Tumults ,; which threaten both Church, and 
State, and thereon perpetually di(quiet both.- |» 

Now:that ſome remedy at length-may be: oppor- 
tunely -apply'd even to theſe diteaſes, under 'Which 
our Church has ſo long groan'd, His moſt Serene 
Majeſty has been pleaſed, doubrleſs. by Divine inſpi- 
ration, to. aſſemble the-Biſhops, and whole. Clergy 
of [this Kingdom, that they may: conſult; by what 
| | 'A 3 - {+ -: methods 
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methods theſe-pernicious- dcifterences may at laſt be 
ſo compoſed; that our'Church may-loſe nothing” of its 
Purity;6 Gtory; nothing of irs Authority,and Right, 
& yerthey who: diſſent from us, may be reduc'd to 
our Holy Communion, or-at leaſt remain for ever 
deſtitute of all reaſons, I don't ſay juſt, which they 
never had, hut of-all ſpecious colours, which hither- 
to:they have- pretended tor 'their Separation. 

1. Tcontels, 'that .this/'is a great, and very difficult 
undertaking, but as pious: 'as'necefiary, and there- 
fore warthy of the utmoſt endeavours of the whole 
Clergy of the Church/of Zygland. And how great 
ſoever the:Eabour' and Work 'may be, although 
nos-lefs :than'to/(trive againft'the Stream, yet we 
 muſtinotdeipair,- if fo:that-God beprejent, and in- 
fluence our: undertakings; And indeed we have fo 
often | experienc'd: his ſingular Providence in de- 
feading our Church; thav we'thave 'no. reaſon To 
cout igabe Hemwilt' bepreſegrand propitious'to 
ourImportunivics for it ; whilftal:thingsare directed 


_— His Divine Will reveald; tous in Holy 
Writ: Which both we, and: our-Diſlenting Brethren 
unanjmouſly hold:tobe the Supream rule, whereby all 
Eccleſiaſtical! Controverſies are»toibe judg'd.” ,- - | 
Now -if weiconſult-theſe Sacred Oracles, we ſhall 
find/all thingsin-them neceſfary tor the obtaining 
Egernal Salvation. Butinot fo many things touch- 
ing the external- Polity 'of ' the Church, much leſs 
particular-Rites neceſſarily requiſite! for it - For tru- 
ly God'has fetr-rheſe' to 'be'us'd in every particular 
Church,! according to thoſe general Rules he has 
deliverd 
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deliver'd.'in the \Hply Scriptures for: thats purpote:+ 
Such.are, Let all things be done decently, and-un-orr 
der ; Let all things be-done for £dification; And: 0+ 
thers of the likenature, with which'the uſual Rites bt 
our Church ſeem exactly to agrees! gin ITN 

But what if a Contention ſhay'd aniſeberween two- 
ProvincialChurches,or betweendiversMembersofthe 
| ſame Province concerning any Ceremony,ghave wen 
Precept.nor Example in the Holy Scriptures,  toſtifle 
it? 'Tis true, we have an Example;and thatſuch,that it 
ſhou'd have even the force! of a Precept;an as | 
tis preſcrib'd by the Holy Spirit of God;z and upon 
this account committed to Sacred Wriethat.it might 
be obſerv'd by all. But leſt: Efhou'd ſeem to ſpeak __ 
this for nothing, I think 'twill-not be amiſs ta note; &t 
explain briefly that ofthe Apoſktlegwhich we juſt: now 
cited; eſpecially fince-nothing can be of rufeybe 
more neceſlary to be obſerv'd in all ſuch Controyers 
ſics as are to be diſcuſs'dby this Sacred Synod. . 1: | 

Therefore in the: place youare totake notice, That -- 

there were among the Diſturbers of the-Corrnrhian 
Church newly ſetled, thoſe who contended thatitwas 
decentfor 'Men to be converſant inPublick Mectingi 
with theirHeads vail'd or cover'd, but Women unbi1 
or yncover'd : Now the Apoftle iirthis-Chapter, from 
the Firſt tothe 16th Verſe, copiouſly reaſons againſt 
this Cuſtom, whichfome-at-thattime'began to'intro- 
duce ; & ſhews that the contrary ought ro be obſetv'd 
every: where, 'He argues firſt Ton) Devine, Teſtimony; ' 
not indeed direaly,, but by conſequence, for as much 

- as. 
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as it appears from the Word of God, that Man'is the 
Image and Glory of God, and the Head of the Wo- 
man, but the Woman the Glory of the Man, made 
of Him, and for. Him. The Apoſtle largely handles 

this Argumens to the Tweltth "Verſe, and then 
takes' another- from the Law of Nature, and the 
common Conſent, & Cuſtom of Men. Fxdze in your 
ſetves ſays he) is it comely that a Woman pray unto God 
uncover'd > Doth not even nature it ſelf teach you? &e. 
\ But in the' laſt place, he produces his cleareſt 
Argument compris'd in theſe words, But if - any 
Man' ſeem tobe contentious, we have no ſuch cuſtom, 
neither the Churches of God. | 

Which is the ſame as it he had ſaid, But if any 
Man is ſo. contentious, as notwithſtanding theſe 
Reaſons, ſtill to contend, that *tis lawful for a Man 
even cover'd, but a Woman ''uncover'd, publickly 
to- pray unto. God z yet there's one Argument be- 
hind, by which both he and all Chriſtians muſt of 
neceſſity confeſs themſelves convicted, which is 
this, That we have no ſuch cuſtom, neither the Churches 
of God: Now amongſt us and all other Churches of 
God, the quite contrary Cuſtom hath obtain'd, where- 
by Men are taught to uncover, but Women to cover 
their Heads, whenſoever they join-in- the Service 
of God. | 
- I know that theſe words of: the Apoſtle are a 
little otherwiſe interpreted by ſome : as-if he af- 
firm'd thus,:(v/z.):- That neither- they, nor 'the 
Churches. of God. have ſuch a Cuſtom, to —_— 
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about. Matters ofthis "naturez-: But: beſides: that; 
admitting; this \Expoſition, the Apoltle wou'd!cors 
tradi himſelf; becauſe in-this- very: place he ſharply 
diſputes with the Corinthians : Again, if we ſhou'd — 
grant, that-the Words! may 'bethus »expotnded; it 
equally makes for our:ſide;:.becauſe*tis evadent] eve 
from this very ſeaſe: of 'the. words, ' av* wejtrasithie 
other, which-1s the true and genuine;and-ſo confÞþpictis 
qus;andimaniteſt, that it:requires'no further-exptica- 
tion;  that,: the;!. Apoſtle diſputing concerning an 
Ecelefaſtick Ceremony with the Corinthian hin 
appeals eo the Cuſtom of the'other Churches -of God; 
Nevertheleſs, this one thing we may note, That theſe 
words; &N-al 'exAyoiar Ts 4s, areread ih ſome Greek 
Manuſcripts in/the| fingular:Number, '£3%'i rule 
79:&8.- $0 alſo the\Syriav Interpreter reads it;:for he 
turns cilz>>.]]o oOdy.ucgue Ecclefra Dei;Which are 
alſo the words of; the Vulgar Latin Verſiongizand rhe 
ſame is; to be ſeen in St. Cyprian; and other Larye) 
Fathers. But the ſenſe is all one. :For i”zunAydain the! 
ſingular,denotes theUniverſal Church,under which af: 
Churches are included ; and «i 'tuuyotay, in the plural, 
tho'-indefinitely put, fignify: all:the-Churches,ob which 
the Univerſalconfifts. Therefore:both ways, reconrſe. 
ishad here;to the-Univerſal Churehy}dnd cheArgament” 
is drawn from herCuſtom.For:this reaſon St.7Zheodorer 
ſays of:it, 1g, YO 5 Ny petit 2 The Maw 
.gumns, this: Argament is ſufficient tor ooufure even the! 
maſh cantentioys-For the'Ap ws; That novonly” 
he; but all the Ehurches of Gol! think :the Ay - 
B that 
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dathataradcmeny, [0ppoles #r/#4 OT ROS 
Univerſal /Charch,: as 7heophylatt, 'and before 
him dir. Chry/aflom, comments _ tho' place.” 
EW! I £6314 8533. {4 
Theſe Words ofthe ſite bei iusronei 

ploio' d; fote-ſhew jth us; b a 
we may proceed in rhe determination of allfuch Ca- 
ſas: Now if any Rite us'd by ſome Provincial Church, 
1s.controverted, we- myftmake's diligent. Enquiry 
into the Sentimenes of; atl other Churches; and: fee 
wheeher' : the »fame-!has' been  ug'd/ by: |: them. 
Fos: the --illuſtravion | whereof,” we muſt obſerve, 
That: in ial} Apes even.from our | Saviour's Paſſi- 
on,. feveral' Provincial Churches have beers confti- 
tuked in the-greate(b- part''of the! Work z'' which 
alt together! make 'thav''one+ Church, which-»wo' 
tharefore' 'cormmonty call) Caatiohiek or- Univerſal. 
Wihhich :doubtlefs{ nijuſt bes computed from- all 'che 
Churches; | nov” only thole 'that: exift *at ' one and 
the: ſame point of Gon but that ever' had a be- 


ing: 


| Mdartopms;oib theſe in: alk Ages, mats aldeimoy 
havec agreed with- the': Church. in” neodffary i Artic 
cles: of _ Faith, © /Npw/'' as to Rites, / they have 
been partly propery,. and peculiar to:'(particulke 
Churahes,: partly common _ all. Rites .thav are 

,.to: anecor twoChurches,: maybe: abrogated; 
Clataatbly theſame3zand-alſo-mjected; onadmitred: 


, ry « m—_ 'Eop thep/pur-om the nature of 


things 


before th#*Convoration, bcc. fr 
things -indiff8rtne,” 26d hurefdie are of Hd ifbfes/ 
hat" eley 162d from that: Chively by 
whoſo" Althority they ar efabhfd. Bays Rifes 
thay: have beer? always evirnnon to 'rhe' Univerſal 
Chiurehs, - that is, '- to all-Ohurches - throughoaralt 
Ages, =. 2 ved wel _ fo the great Pt. 
rien, "he e-OUBheTUN' robe dbfrevil 
evefty-particifar” Chiveh, © For neither _ 
wer of every particular Church, either tor 
ite? whert oblere'd; of: 66ſerve\ them whey 're- 
jected by the Univerſal. If" any "8b theſe 
ſhall do either of the two, 'tis Schiſaoaital, 
dibjbiBinf 12TH from the Bbdy: of Ch wit 
in that pattivilart i Brie” thee ah 
be/rigltly! eoffftitated;}:116- as/ $0. Be -mHiht in 


Mejrabee! of rh&' 'ris) abſotnfe) P\ 

for" Her to eotiformm® het Jef" to! chaviitn- all chimes; 
a9 fig 43- it--tray? he done, and MI: 6eo 
brave! Mev "DIFeiplin?! and: Rites!) a9/welP 42h DUY 


Qvims\ Which” leflÞ gay” ſeett'to flak" withit 
reaſon, .VIe4 confirty” with the ' ſollowitifg Argi» 
Ment OY L244 017 21,10 8 9191) © 095 2. 


100 2020221, oh; 1d 3449290 1344190 © 402 21.3811 


» The? very Words of ny Text apply 8 with — 
one Por derainty> the Corimbimm wis '{:Pfovins 


cia} Cliireh,into/which: forneenteavoutr'd* ro) brir 

ſorig-few Rirt - The'/Apofle being inforhitd &f His! 

diſputes'dgainſt 4t' in this /pleet! and proves ther 

char*Ghwyetrcold by dot rrnemns ddfhit fie” AR 

his GfFardclitefArgumetit HdTdraw 5 [rene the Col- 
Rn TL 


tom 
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tom of ahe Lynivera) Chureh, as wes 461» WER 
pralmueh. 85;8lh other. Charches, fhoulg.havgno; 
| but;a quite contrary Cuſtom. : [But ifany.wayy 
(fays he,NYeemto be contentious,we huve no fucheaſtom; ; 
nr 'C (rches of ___ bh From which; words:he. 
| argues ;, O7 
ys Mibgt's cangrary 'o the _— 'd Cuſtom, of .al atber 
Chrekes ought not 20: be. Admitted dy tbe. Corin- 
(191144) i811, 
» But this is — 20. the receiy 'd c alan, ef all 
.,, wther Chpreber. Jdalrovi: {'1 1.245 
igErges 
1 Now if oe-Charcl.of Ne nn oblig! 'd:rs 
accommodats her felt to, and obſerye the;Rutes: _ all; 
the other Churches, this. Argument jof.,the Ap oſtle 
ion, ch naweight; or moment. For by this ſuppo- 
that Church, might have. LEE Rite, 
ding 'twas contrary toaCuſtom Uniyer-, 
fully reaciv'd::, Ang therefore the, major propoſition: 
wou'd be falſe. - But ;undoubtedly.; the Apoſtle Ars: 
gued rightly.,/ For he was divinely inſpir'd, when: 
he pen'd theſe Words, which is a powerful r reaſon. So, 
that he cou'd neither deceive by the Argument, nor 
be deceiv'din the manner;ot argaings/ And therefore 
a-prigcipal reaſon; 'obliges eyery;;iſuch, Rrovincial, 
Churchyas theCorinthian was diligently;to obſerve the, 
Rites of all the other or the Univertal.For-if a0y.ncglect 
the phſervance of them, he is by this infallible Argu- 
ment, pbk 'dofa grievous Arror and-Schi/m; ; *l 
theris.it poſſible for. him.to defend himſelf by any.Prc>- 


rence : 


before. tbe.Convocation, 6c. 3 


rence:; ſince God himfelf dictated this, Arguinent to: 
theApoſtlc,and jromthencealloit neceſlarilyfolows,: 
That /tis /the Will of, God-that every  Provintiats 
Church ſhould. conform to the Univerſal :: And alſo 

that we always uſe this way of arguing which he has: 
raughe us , to determine all Controverſies of the like: 


nature. ” . 


'- Moreover, the ſame appears ' from the- very 'na-- 
ture and notion of a Charch: For the Chutch' 
generally ſo call'd, is a vaſt Society, or- Congregi« 
tion of i Men' profeſſing the" Chriſtian Faith 'in all 
parts of the Wotrld': Wheveef® Provincial Chartbes 
are ſo many Parts 'or Members. * Now''in all 
ſuch Societies every Part ought to agree with its 
whole : And conſequently the leſker with the greater. 
Reaſon tells us this; The Law of nature commands: 
it; and the Univerſal conſent of Mankind judges it 
neceſſary. - So" that, if any thing'\enated "by: the 
greater, obliges | the remanming' part, much', more' 
whar'is ordain'd by the greateſt-part'of each Society ; 
which the leſſer ought to-obſerveif it wou'd continue: 
a member;andenjoy thePriviledges of the'ſameSocie-/ 
ty.Whichrule,fince- it prevails int all manner of Socie- 
ties,” ought mach more: in the Church; which of 
all-things ſhould be rhe moſt' Regular: | 


Accordingly Chriſt himſelf, is: zhe- head) of-chis 
Church," ca I'd; Univerſal, who, equally. difluſes his 
| | Spirit 
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Spirit thro altics parts, ' The Apoftle/in the Epiſtle 
ta the £pbefrans, ' and elfewhere ih - many places 
exphins this idea; or notion of tlie Church.” ' -Se6in 
therefore the: Spirit of Chriſt himſelf is ' diffuſed the 
all the Members of this Body, and bor gnides, 
and governs-them, whatfoever 1s performed by-.dff 
theie Members let it be ( as it ought "aſcrib'd'to/Mis 
Holy Spirit. For altho each Member may be per- 
haps liable tq ſomething! of hunan lnfirmity,! yer 
that, which. all- the Parts: of the Church: have con- 
juntly, and. always Eſtablith'd, cou'd ſcarcely pro» 
ceed .fram. any thing» leſs .then\, @ common \( as þ 
may, ſa ſay. ); Prmciple- of all. things}: namely; 
the Spiruy af God," whio generally -actuates all 
things; -- Aod therefore it- can't but: be:neceſfary to 
be, (till- abfepv'd; (as much! as- may be!): by: every 
Member,,.. ] | 

T he:ngext: ment onthisocecaſion.is fetohtifronm 
the, Apaſtolical [aſtitution of all ſuch Rites, which 
are abſerved:by. the Univerſal Church. For what- 
ſogyer. the' Apoſtles in, the firſt inſtitution of the 
Churches. dehver'd for; their obſervation; is; un« 
doubtedly. neceſſary to their-legitimateconfſtitution. 
For otherwiſe they muſt ; have appointed:ſamething: 
ſuperfluous, which can't be alledg'd againſt the Apo- 
ſtles, conſidering they have inſtituted nothing in the 
Church, but what was commiſſion'd them by Heaven. 
Which' ſinee all ' Chriſtians believe, they agtee in 
nothing more, than that the 'Apoſtolical'Inſbitution 

of 
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of ch&:Chirches is -a Ruls,” and Meaſure, 'according+— 
to which every preſent Churotyt is 'ro be modeP'd. 
So that no Conſtitution of atry Church 'ean be' ac- 
counted-Legitimate, 'unleſs it be conſonant thefeto, 
Now this being granted, !16foltows:tHat ro patbicus: 
lar Church: is lawfully conftirutedy” unleſs it obſerves 
all the Rites of the Univerſal. For whatſoever the 
hath obſerved in all ages, 'muſt-be'of Apoſtolical In- 
ſtitution.' For how'iv ir poſſible for any one' to imma- 
gine, thar-alh the Churches: diſperſed over the face 
of the Earth ſhow'd every whore uſe ths fame modes, 
unleſs they received then rogerher with their Faith 
by Apoſtolick Tradirion? 


'Tis very ckar, that the Apoſtles went about al- 
moſt all Parts, and appoinwed Charches, where ever 
they 'came : *Tis'clear that they were conducted' by 
thei ſame Spirit : And laſtly /tivelear, thavthey en. 
deavour'd Uniformiry i all Churches, Ant there- 
fore; 'tis no wonder,. if thiey have every whete 
ordain' the ſame Rites + *'Twowd havs rather been 
a wondery if they had done otherwils. Now if ſueh 
general Rives were nor by” Apoſtolic} appointment; 
how:cow'de they every where come into/Churehes fo 
fan diſtant. frony eacly. otlier 3 Cold! they” from 
Genetal Councils? For that only” retyains to" be 
ſpoken! to; For they' 'niult of *necelſity' either 'be 
ordain'diby!cheApoſtits, or by Otramenical Councils, 
as: Stii Aug his: obſetves' in) hifBpilbleto Fanuarius; 
wherein he ſays. We preſerve dings notbritten,- bub — 

deliver'd, 
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deliver d; which are indeed' obſerv'd all the World. 
over; whereby we may underfland, that things recom- 
mended, and decreed either by the: Apoſtles, ' or 'Gene- 
ral: Conncils, (whoſe authority the Church vemtrates 
are retain'd. Now owe {in this place ſpeak -only' of. 
ſuch Rites, as: were:; obſerv'd | by» the: Univerſal 
Church before General.Councils had their being, and 
which for this reaſon cou'd not be inſtituted by them. 
It remains therefore; that weattribute them. only'to 
Apoſtolical Inſtitution,according to thar common rule; 
of the ſame Learned Father, who ſays;:Thar the Tyi- 
verſal Church holds, not what's inflitated by Countils, 
but always retain'd, which being deltver'd not otherwiſe 
than by Apoſtolical Authority, is moſt rightly believed. 
Therefore ſince 'tis.neceſiſary to: legitimate: the 
Conſtitution of every ; Church, that: the Rites 'in- 
ſtituted by- the Apoſtles 'be: retain'd:” - And ſince 


' all the. Rites of ,the Univerſal are appointed by 


the Apoſtles themſelves, none can doubt, but that 
the obſerving the ſame is neceſſarily requir'd to the - 
Legal Conſtitution of every particular Church, 

And this indeed is not my private Opinion, but 
is, . and ever.;; was! the; common Sentiment of all 
Chriſtians, eſpecially the, Primitive. This appears 
from hence, that in times'paſt, if any Controver- 
ſy aroſe concerning any Eccleſiaſtical Rite, which 
ſome ; peculiar, Church had receiv'd, 'twas! always, 
cuſtomary: to eaquire into the Prattice/ of the Uni 
verſal; and her conſtant Uſage touching. that. Rite, 


— and afterwards to give 1n their Verdict. -* 


Examples 
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Examples are very -obvious. Tle chuſe one 'for 
for the” preſent. The [Primitive Church, _you all 
know, was long . perplex'd with a grievous. Con- 
tention concerning 'the time of the celebration of 
the * Paſgover;'\ For the Church of 4fa contended- 
that 'twas' to be'celebrated/after the manner of the 
7ews, on the fourteenth' day after the appearance of 
the Moon, let it fall on whatſoever day of the Week 
it would. Now all other Churches were wont to end 
theit falt;] and celebrate that Feaſt only: on the/Uay 
of our Lord's Refurre&ion.- This controverſie .conti- 
rived for many Years, till at length 'twas complain'd 
of: ini the general Council held-at Vice. Where 'twas © 
prov'd, that' all other Churches, except that of 4- 
/ia, usd-to celebrate that Feaſt onthe Lurd's day, 
| Kel #479 vtuer, and for that Yeaſon all (the. Fathers 
that 'were preſent 'at that Synod, thought it fit, 
and” reaſonable; for the'H5au' Church to: celebrate 
it -on/- the ſame day : As the great Emperor, Con- 
ftantmme, exprelly aflerts in an Epiſtle to the Church- 
es, by whoſe command that Synod was ſummon'd. 
From -whence it- appears that the icexe Fathers 
us'd'the- ow Hy, rg againſt 'the {San Church, 
that "the Apoſtle-do's againſt the Corinthian, which 
he: i deduces . from the Cuftcm ' of” all' the other 
Churches, Alſo St. Cyprian has the ſame againſt 
Novatian , and St. Auguſiin againſt the Donatiſts : 

ut- © 3/54 brings' it againſt all Hereticks, and 
likewiſe Schiſmaticks, iccondemning'them_ all of He- 
refie;-that. either in Doctrine or Diſcipline depart 
I. *: 


from 


from ,the. Univerſal ,Charch. -.I might! ſeen; 
too prolix, and tedious, 'if ſhould but-, point 
out all the Councils; and Fathers, that have ws'd 
this argument; and therefore gur Propoſition, may 
well be inferr'd frotr- them. For this Argument; 
which the Catholick Church has always, usd, takes: 
for granted, that 'tis at leaft juſt, and rational, that 
all her rites ſhow'd be every where retain'd. 


LUport which accourit we: have: mare largely pro» 
ſecuted this ſubject, becauſe it may open to us 4 plain, 
way to repreſs, when otcalion ſerves, all the adver- 
faries of our Church ; evett the” |Romanefs them- 
ſelves, who affuming the Name'of Catholicks, do: 
infolently pride themſelves: in- it.. For the, Romſh 
Church whoſe Faith, and Cuſtoms all Papifts are ſo- 
lemnly engag'd to maintain, hath invented ſo many. 
new. Tenets, atid itely innovated ſo many ſuper- 
{titious Ceremonies, either r&eGted, or unknown to: 
the Univerſal, and is at this day fo imperious in her 
commands of them, that ſhe delerves only the name: 
of a moſt corrupted, much. leſs. Catholick Church, 
For ſhe has hothing common with: the Catholick, 
nothing . with all other Churches, but: rather :all 
things Diſſentaneous, and Repugnant, excepting;! 
wherein'the agrees with ours. | 


But - paſfing by theſe: things, as nat. pertinent: 
- to this place, let's rather ce 'that thoſe things;! 
which we have hitherto diſtoursd , | conduce- to; 

the- 
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the' right effoaing the' Buſineſs in hahd. 


'Now hen , is apparent from what We have 
alr6ady- | d ;\ how "expedlenit - it' is, that 
Ancient Rites and Cuſtoms obſeryd hithereo'by 
the Univerſal”, ſhou'd ufo now 'be obſerv'd' by 
every particular Church. *Tis' even fo in Bo- 
joey goney Mee !for 'inſtfinbs }| in this very King- 
dom' there Hers orations, "Burroughs , 
and © other nferivur any io ' afl which” are 
impower'd. to give Laws: to themſelves ;-and to 
their Members, Provided always , they neither do, 
nor enaQiany thing Geutrary- to the Statutes of this 
Reiohn,' or {8s "we fay ) m the Common Low, or any 
AAS Ciflor'," this Bas beer Fmtrolat'd', did ves 
cervad' bn' 


1 "tame out -of mind; and ſo 
has ' obtaow'd' the force if a Law. Almoſt after” the 
farne manner the Univerſal Chutch;; which is the 
Kingdom of © Chriſt ,' has it's Decrees written 
in the” Word- of God , and alſo Has as it -were a 
Contnort LW. confiting! 6 Tone eto oh Rites; 
Which-tho' they'be not e was andin juſt ſo mater 
words, commanded in the Decrees; be | 
ada rod (1 1 may” ſo fey) to the general defign ind 

hem's-and' 6 uſeful for the Propaga- 
tion, "an o 3mm? Armed of -thit- Religion, which'is 
inſtituted there, that they' have been obſery'd at all 
times; and every where throughout the whole Chri- 
tian World,” and for that- reaſon are ſill to be ob- 
fery'd by al} Chrarches, that are-defirous of _ 


2 
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a fir Umon;- and Communion-with the Univerſal, 
For if any Church ſhall abohſh any one. of theſe 
Rites ,- or conſtitute? Irogh ws # awed to;them, 
the; ſame will t oy 
which all the'other C or WO $2 SO pb en Joy, .Whic 
thirig the Apoſtle. charges the-Gorimbrans: with as 
a fave. And: deſervedly 499. Becauſe it can't poſſi- 
bly: /be-deem'd at leaft.;a;: Cmme -t9-c 
the common Rites- of the” Univer hyrch, > 
to. vidlate the Common. 'Law of | 
this is great, 'tis generally knowldg' ;cand ſome 
to their own Coſt have found. it To,. 

But perhaps ſome, will judge me guilty, of gfuu 
pleading hitherto for Rites,and not ſhewit 
arg,or an to-know them.But truly this 0 bg 
to me, who, have- hitherto defiontd nothi 
than-to demonſtrate , how juſt , and equitable gs is, 
that ( for inſtance ) our,” or | any .other Provincial 
Church , ſhou'd religiouſly obſerve) all ſuch, Rites, 
which», 'tis: certain; all other .Chwrches have! ob- 
ſeryd : Naw.-what peculiar Rites ought to be, rank'd 
here, and: from whence that -appears, 1: leave unde- 
cided to- your. Judgments. -  Perchance.. ome. ” 
them will be debated before you.;:. For that, 
ſon I've forbore mentianing the leal} 
” place ;; for- fear: I:ſhou'd; ſeem, -t0 anticipate, your, 
more diſcerning J udgments/in. theſe -Afﬀairs..;-But 
there; are ſome- general, Cuſtoms'gf the. Liniverſal 
Church, which GE I miſtake-not) are indiſputable, 
and yet ſeem Om 49 the-determining Fa 


teal} of chamiin 


caſes 
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caſes as will -be laid. 'open:an; this: Sacred/ Synod: : 
Thertfbre'-T'can't'quite paiscthem by, left I thau'd 
1&em".tb/fall:ifhortof perforougg:ithe duty laid an 
meftons 3 2191s 215 nant Aridi tf : eltbritald 
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*- Firſt;: Therefore. all the:»Churches : of +God';have 
-this\Cuſtom, \and:!\always had; that, in whatſoever 
zProvince' they areplae'd, : the Bifhopsz: 'and}Paſtars 
:of that \1Province, [a8 often as ;accition:;. requires, 
and opportunity - permits,may hold: Synods dr Sacred 
Conventions. ta deliberate, :and.confult aboutaffairs 
relating to-the Church in the ſame Province. Which 
thereforeiare call'd Synods, Conyocations,or Provin- 
cial Cbuncils;:1 This ſuthciently: appears: from thoſe 
Huge:and nitterous-volums: of Coundils , in which 
you may fee -{everal fuch like: Councils : held in all 
Ages; and-all Provinces over the whole Chriſtian 
world. : And: far; more, doubtlefs; :are; celebrated, 
that .ave neither--extant: rhete; nor in -any! other 
.place'at -ptefent., \Which;:I thonght fit :to-note 
here: that any \'one may*plainlyſee;/ that! this our 
Synodical Convocation” is: nq innovation. [ Becay® 
Nothing ' was ever- more uſual 1n all: the-Churches 
of :God-than the 'celebration, of . ſuch Provincial 
Eouncils;' [2 vim T2YS0 208 1501900 £260 


Add: to this, ' that alt Churchesevery whiere. fo 
SynoJically congregated,. were always us'd to. make 
fuch Canons, or Ecclefiaftick Laws, as they. judg'd 
to 'be| Expedient for” the-better:;adminiſtration of 
= the 


# 
3 ng x 


- dt. 
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the publick: Worthip of 'God,: his Word and} Satra- 
- \ments,' and the! Diſcipline -of 'the [whole Church. 
'This allo abundantly appears from: the faid Ads-of 
Councils : In which there are' divers Canons:tfet 
forth by every Provincial Church, as proper, and 
peciliar /to ir ſelf, For tho* all the Chugchs of 
God in common have ſ{crupulouſly . retain'd-ithe 
rites. 'of the” Univerſal ; yet';they -were- always 
forc'd :Canonically to ſaper-add . others," |that were 
adapted! to the form and: modes of-that” Kingdom 
or Province, 'wheveineach-Ghurch - was{ituated :'O- 
therwiſe it were almoſt impoſſible for'any-Provin- 
cial or National Church to fabfiſt long in Peace: ./ | 
From hence-alfo a; common' Caſtom-/has obtain's 
in all the , Churches of God, \whenall fuch Canpns, 
and Laws are Conftituted, to Ca 2s wot 
to the well-being of any” private-member, but- 
tothe Peace , and due order of the whole Chavoh., 
And indeed many things are neceflary to 'the pro- 
curing/this, that-are inot:to onr obtaining 'everkaf}- 
ing felicity. For which reaſon almoſt attrhe Canons, 
publiſh'd hitherto by Provincial , -or General: Coun- 
cils are inftituted only for fuch things, that make 
forthe external Diſcipline, ard Peace of the Churth. | 
| And hence 'tis alſo, that never any Church'was ex- ; 
| tant, 'whichdid not regiſter ſeveral things amongſt 
| their Laws, not againſt,, but 'befides thoſe things, 
which are contain'd 'in holy Writ. Which 'is 6 
clear, and per{picuous, thautI-can't enough” wonder, 
how it came into-any onesmind todoubr of the truth 
thereof, Beſides 


PRE 
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es” tis cuſtomary i ir alt the Churches of God 
to Eee Tuch Catons, as they make, with Ecclefia- 
ſick Pertarices, to prevent Spry, when they are 
violated. . This likewiſe bis Corv from the Canons of 
alt the Councils, ich a man tan farce taft 
eek: ,butp on 7 tt rhe Fit L ww t fee Suſperifiorr, 
Soliton denonne'd againft Clergy-rmen,Anathe- 
tha, 'or Excommnnication againſt Lay-men, if they 
fhall a& otherwiſe. For neither has the Church ever 
eftcem'dthofe worthy of the Sacred Miniſtry,nor thief 
of ter Cotnmunion, who refaſe'tq obey Laws writ- 
ren as well for their,” as its own advantage. 


Furthbr 'tis eviderit out of the aforeſaid Colle. 
on of 'Councils, that all *the Churches of God were 
wont 6 to frame, and temper theſe Laws, which 
they thought tieceſfary for ſetves,  thit they 
night be advantageons to',” and. edifying of 'the 
whole Community, and asmuach as poſſible, rites 
co none. I faid,as much 45 poflibte,by reaſon een 
norance of ſame.is ſuch that AAS; nl are ſenfil to 
any ing: ch 8 t {Of joey, X 
oy Ma 'ro rhe” wortt ag 

ardly poſh He vs Liw, We Jeſia: 
FRY dhe trade, as t6 be altogetier approvid ob 
them. Therefore there's no reaſon, that the Ci 
ſhou'd lolicitous for this ſort,of men,unleſs 


| ma 'be erter' caught” ind 
gates by th} hve of the Fat,” NW otirs 
there are, ng erdetyour? ro” fervs' Gods Hat: 


and. 
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and devautly, . and.to dige& their lives acc to 
his pray. and yet are of ſo weak, Rn 
pulous a Conſcience, that nothing almoſt can; be 
- done, that. do's not... give offence to them ,.. and 
that too ( as we, ſhould, chariably believe )not from 
an. obſtinacy.of will, or { {tiff.inc tion, to Tore 
on; . but from ſome..pious; .tho' 'groundleſs, Year, 
left it ſhou'd.. be. dilp ealing to. God; And truly 
theſe - men are to oy y” Ip confideration, 
when Laws. :are- making, clally, Ecdleſiaſtick, 
leſt.,, new; Scruples ſhou'd., ag | nted -in. their 
Minds,but rather let the'old ones eradicated, d 
that alſo,whether they,who labour under this weak- 
neſs : of - Conſcience, - Serve God together with the 
Church, or ſeparately from, it. For;both'are tobe ta- 
| ken. care of;theſe that they: may perſeverein the Com- 
munion, of our Chuxch he other, that they 1 may be 
brought back to it. Ana Certainly. this is a work, 
and labour, deſerving the cares and ftudies of * 'us, 
all. Whichneyertheleſs is. to. be fo enterpriz'd, that 
nothing, for their ſakes,  may- be omitted, that 
ſhall redound to the Intereſt of the Church, nor 
admitted, that ſhall prove, ay oF to the fame. 
For neither reaſon, nar the perperual Cuſtom of the 
Church ſuffers a part to, 'be pr preferable* to , the 
 Whole., 


"We. may:add FATE Tha | nothing as been 
more uſual amongſt; tl Chugches | of 9, than 


to cine ' Laws, that. they've, made, fo Fg 
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ancient-ones ;--and to ſubſtitute others, perhaps 
quite different, in their :room , when" neceſſity 
and- time» require- 'it, - None converſant ' in 'Ec- 
clefiaftick Hiſtories can be ignorant 'of this. For 
you can find no Church throughout the World, 
that has all the ſame Laws now, which it for- 
merly-had.; Doubtlefs , all fuck :Lawsiofi:-Ptos 
vincial- Churches: , whereof ':we now * ffieak |, - ate 
conſtituted : pro! hic & munc.,, (if I nay+ be: al 
low'd to ſpeak barbarouſly here) that is, with 
reſpect to. time, and place. When theſe are chang'd, 
the Laws of Neceſſity muſt os Jo for thei 
accommodation to the preſent Cuftoths, of every 
Age and. Place. —_ . 


Byt truly no Church ever did, or muſt do this 
without mature Deliberation, and cogent Neceſſity. 
For every unneceſſary alteration. in Eccleliaſtick 
Laws, ſtigmatizes the Church with inconftancy ; 
and too much derogates from the Authority given 
it by our Bleſſed Sayiour z it makes Prophane 
Wretches call - Religion into Queſtion, whether 
or no it depends on the Will of Man ? It ſets 
ſeveral together by the ears ;z* and keeps more 
ftilt in a. dubions expectation of ſome new at- 
tempt : It renders the minds of others doubtful, 
and uncertain what to do : It ſtirs up outra- 
gious Tumults', and often embroils the. Publick 
Peace. * Neither alſo 'is any one fo Skilfnl-''in 
the diſpoſal, and rs: things , as rs 

able 
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able itq farefee- by:r:any. Arti, {what z-: and:1-hove 
great.. Miſeries may be ariſing even”; from - 't 
mutation::'of Laws incommodiaus. And therefore 
the changing 'of ancient 'Laws: or 'othets;-is 
at 'all' times dangerous ,- unleſs ſuch MNeceffiny 
may ! compel, as. 4s: otherwite  infupetable ; ant 
whicho1s'ſa .manifeft! and :appdrent to! they Eyes 
of; all z|zthat vnone'r may 1{eev7a . change; } wither 


_ great Reaſon, and: — for; its". Armor) 
W :..00 
"yi Fi dire be 940 He 
motions, TY Ca 
eſe gh Ts 


her. Fox ew a q her Author will be TS 
fame. And a 1 tt ings will a Ppear more al 
able; calm; xd, at > 1.9 diet” i, her, he ep Ly 

had % Bea their fo te. "Att" the Chin 

are taught A by Expe pexience”: Ap 

oh " reaſon they never OM to. repeal Thin 
of theit own, ſitution , ay! to make 'new 
ones, as often as they ſee Xa ln. 


But whether hs namobliy'dby ruth 
Neceſſity. to alter an ny thing that's:ſetled :by her 
Laws, belongs ta Wiſe Men, not me, to determine. 
This only Ile prefume to fay'; that, if 'it be ne- 
ceſlary:, to bring: back firaydsSheep t6- Chrift's 
Fold, if neceſſary, to remove fcmples from the 
Conſciences 


before the Conootation, "Sec. 27 
Co) 5" of Weill | Bietlirert VIP: p, fo) ex- 
tinguifh Hatred, tiitigate Anger ,/ uid" Feconcile All; 
Di ces, as far us poſlible , about Religiort : 
Ed, reſtore Eccleſiaſtick Diſeipline'to-i its pt+-' 
Net 


oftr : If neceffary. to deferitl ,” arid riairitabn 
"'Choreh-6n” Eatth © \th& Pfbtts-bf 
ils: "PF" ſay, Tf thy: one thinks'theſ 
inly he-muſt* tiki think' t ne- 

iy t #2 admit of ſuch Alterativns as int his Opi- 
to! ave" Mbſt” condvcive t6'-this end-t "WHIP 
only theſe® things! at 24) Which our Chtirch' 
has &hMtntet by h aty, Abt *thoſs which 
the Univerſal. Ch has Eſtabliſh'd by her Com- 
props > 50% For af the Chnrefies of God; 4nd ours 
have _— religionſly- fqborri, (let the pre- 
Cork lbefat will) the leaft Alteration in theſt 
way For 6 abvlifh, of r9e& wut has beery 412 
1-ant' eve where” obſerv'd', is''not: only'to 
"APES MEk Rite | bur Ws the Church 
© arid retides" "it! differeft from all the" other 
Chiithbs 'of God!) Which yet- never cowd!; nor, 

I gel ever will $-y a of our Church, | d 2 


Nw Beer Te, _— og” dir end lgg: | 

ence; thinking: it as" rieceſary" to 
ommurtion'with Ooh fick: '#s to I 
fon Roman 7 "refionricy' alFh#” new 
invented 
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invented Ceremonies,  they:themſelyes , religioutly 
preſerv'd whatever had 'been-' approv'd by all the 
Churches 'of Gadz, and ſo have drawn in our 
Church, the” moſt ifluſtrious Image and Reſem- 
blance'of the. Catholick. - And. hence 'tis that. the 
Church:of England has always been-the envy of the 
Roman: But fo great an honour toall the Reform'c 
Churches, that I "don't doubt, .- but that they, 
wou'd imitate her pious Examples, | were .it in 
their power : So that we muſt. not, impute it. tor 
them, but tothe. neceſſities of. times; .and.-places, 
that! they are not in all things agreeable to us... 


Since therefore God has committed. .ſuch a 
Church to our caxe 3 and {ince. his: Vicegerent, 
here has. now given us an tunity . to. prole- 
cute all things, that may wn to: the ,. and 
advantage of this Church, let us. ,ou 
powers;and faculties: for 1ts accomplithment.. Let 
us leave: no - means -.unattemp! to. mea 
Engliſh-men to . be of; the Church -af Engla 
Let us endeayour all we, can, to make her Faith, 
her Worſhip, and her Diſcipline, if le, the 
wonder - ;of. the.. whole warld-: of ber. felf 
perpetual ,,.. by. whoſe Canes  . of this King- 
dom. may obtain everlaſting Salvation thro' Chrilt, 
at ; his ſecond; coming. That, all; poſterity may 
laud , and. magnifte Gad,. that.-our moſt religious 
King afſembled this: Sacred Synod., . and appointed 
ſo great « preparation for it;, .1norder ele faryrn 
| ; | an- 


V ; 
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advantage:::of- this our- Church. :- If-;this) \Con- 
vocation ſhall be ſo ipleas'd, to whoſe pray "all 
things:are left. 


' But! whillt we-:are conſidering of thoſe chings 
[to -mind:-the-| ancient 
by all -God's:Churches:;.-in the calm and | fotaes 
Celebration of their Synods : And let ours take 
example __ that... Let us lay by all JI Opi- 
prefumptuous- Suſpitions;' litigious' Conten- 
tions, -and- whatſoever may confound and-diſturb: fo 
Sacred Councils. © But Jet-all-be done with that 
Concord, and Unanimity which becomes Chriſtians, 
Clergy-men, which becomes-the Na chad _—_ 
(L6y) wh which. becomes the whole Exg- 
they conſult about” the | Eitablihenn 
of the Peace by: the Church of \: Whatſoever 
wedo, let itbe done by univerſal Approbatidh, That 
in this, we [may truly'-ſay with: the. Apoſtle ; "if 
any man ſeem to be contentious, we have' 10 ſuch caftom' 
neither. the Churches of God. | 


But whatſoever pains watchofhe the: good of our 
Church they'l avail not, unleſs adorn'd with good- 
works.: Wherefore moſt ReverendFathersin-Chrift, 
and dearly beloved Brethren give me-leave to. be-- 
ſeech you in the name'of Chriſt; ſo: to comport your: + 
ſelves, as BecomesFathers, and Sons- of fo holy a 
Church : Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they 

& may glorify your Father 11 


eaven £ 


feemg your good warks 


30 + Sermon Predehd\\.\ 
. Heaven f- Letall ke: and} admire the eminentSandi- 
ty: of the Church --of England mm produtmp Members 
of all men the moſt holy. By this meanswerthatberi- 
gage not only men, but God to be of our ſide. Who 
2111s able * to; protect ,  andsfor-ever preſtote a 
Chune finfi.df; 25s own; building ,: and thetsrefle- 
ring,}from attths Machihations-ofats enemies. i: 
; 151 i/ \ EOFLVE. 7215717 1O HUTNETCHA./ 
Let God therefore ariſe; ana bis. enemits be ( ſeat- 
ter dk; God grand, that owi-Chirrch;.or rather-bjs 
rithm this Realm: may (floureſh . and:\increaye (ahwly 
more and \more: Gydigrant', :abat the Geies bf Hell 
may. nee: prevail”! dgamnft it; Fran aan nn 
that his moſt | holy Sperit. nay guide  #hris Sacred $yned 
conven d tm: hut Nang; and lead then tuto! alt truth; that 
whatſaguer they do;; muy:eud auvhe glory of God, '>ths 
good. yer ray; 5 dbe Untatrſal —_— _—_— 
tially, :4beo of * Q,. +fronh odri:Lord eſis 
. 77 err with the; hather, ; and holy: Spitit be 
aſcrib'd 'all. glory, . and: hanow now and eVermore, \ As 
men. | 22.7709 20a. tat 


"_ 


